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The Honorable John Kline
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Kline:

Thank you for your letter dated January 18, 2012, to The Honorable Leon E. Panetta,
Secretary of Defense, requesting information on recent changes to the Post Deployment/
Mobilization Respite Absence (PDMRA) Program. My office has responsibility for the program
and has been asked to respond.

The changes to the PDMRA program were implemented through a change to Department
of Defense Instruction 1327.06, Leave and Liberty Policy and Procedures, on September 30,
2011. The changes resulted from recommendations made by a PDMRA Work Group that was
formed based on a Chief of Staff of the Army request to review the program. Changes were
fully coordinated with the Military Departments and Joint Staff. The Department did not consult
with the Armed Services Committees prior to making the changes.

The Services are working to publish guidance implementing the PDMRA changes.
Projected Service publication dates are:

Service Publication Date
Army February 3, 2012
Service Projected Publication Date
Marine Corps February 2012
Navy March 2012
Air Force March 2012

The Department does not plan to grandfather currently mobilized/deployed units. The
revised PDMRA accrual rates continue to provide members required to deploy/mobilize beyond
established thresholds with an adequate number of administrative days for respite upon return
home. Members also accrue 30 days of leave per year, and each Service also provides members
with a reintegration period upon the unit’s return home prior to full demobilization.

We trust that this information is helpful, and we deeply appreciate your continued support
to those who serve our great Nation.

Sincerely,




